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Since it began back in 1932, St. Matthew’s
Boy Scout Troop #107 has produced 31
Eagle Scouts. This year, a few more Eagles

will be added to the list. It’s the continuation of
a longstanding trend. In most troops, only 2%
of the boys will achieve that ultimate rank, but
in recent years at St. Matthew’s, the majority of
scouts have done so.

It’s a remarkable accomplishment that
speaks to the quality of the troop leadership
and the young men who participate.

Most of the scouts in the troop are
St. Matthew’s School students or alumni, and
as is true for the school, the small size of the
troop has been a plus. Eagle Scout Andy
Heitzinger (’03), explains, “You get more
one-on-one time. People are able to get
involved, see what’s going on — in large
troops, not so much.”

Brian Edwards (’06) currently a junior
at Cretin-Derham Hall High School (CDH) is
on track to become an Eagle Scout this
summer. He thinks the small troop size has
created deeply rooted friendships that also
make a difference, “We motivate and support
each other. We want each other to finish.”

Four other scouts in the troop are either
close to or have achieved the rank of Eagle.
Casey Viellieux (’06), a senior at St. Bernard’s,
just completed his requirements for the Eagle
Scout Rank and is waiting for final confirmation
from the Review Board. Matt Molina (’06) a
junior at CDH, has completed his Eagle Service
project, typically the biggest hurdle in the
process, and plans to complete a few minor
requirements over the next few months. Nick
Benish, who attended St. Matthew’s through
6th grade, is now a sophomore at St. Bernard’s

St. Matthew’s Troop
at 31 Eagle Scouts

High School and is hoping to complete his
Service project this summer. A fourth member
of their group, Mark Heinen (’06), also a
junior at CDH, became an Eagle Scout last fall.

All five young men joined scouts
through school. Brian and Matt both started
in Cub Scouts back in 1st grade. Matt says,
“If I wouldn’t have gone to St. Matt’s, I
might not have even tried scouts. It was a
cool thing to do when we were in school.”

It’s clear these young men still think
scouting is cool. Brian says, “Not many
people get to go hiking in the mountains of
New Mexico,” referring to a trip the scouts
are planning for next year.

Other cool experiences include a 160-
mile bike trip to Rice Lake Wisconsin, canoe
trips to the Boundary Waters, white water
kayaking, and free-rock climbing (no ropes,

Continued on page 3

“If I wouldn’t have
gone to St. Matt’s, I
might not have even
tried scouts. It was a

cool thing to do when
we were in school.”

Matt Molina (’06)

On their way to becoming Eagle Scouts are
(clockwise, from top left): Casey Viellieux,
Nick Benish, Brian Edwards and Matt Molina.
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Dear Saint Matthew Alumni and Friends:

Life changing events and opportunities touch all of us from time to time. For
many people the experience of scouting has been a life changing opportunity.

Saint Matthew’s Community has been blessed by Scout Troop #107 for more
than 75 years.

In the midst of the depression, a young Saint Matthew’s adolescent, Frank
Rosenberger, came home one evening and told his parents that he wanted to join
scouting and that there was a troop at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. His father
told him to go to the parish rectory to see Monsignor; tell him of his desire and
tell him that Saint Matthew’s should start a scout troop.

Frank did this, Troop #107 was born and Frank became the first leader.

In the years to follow, hundreds of Saint Matthew boys would find in scouting
an opportunity to learn skills and develop their leadership talents. Hundreds of
adults have served in various leadership roles in Troop #107 and have provided
opportunities and mentoring to scouts.

Scouting is a program which truly partners with parents in the rearing and
education of young people. These young people learn team work. They discover
their own talents and gifts as leaders. They learn skills which will serve them for all
their lives; most of all, scouting provides a strong influence to help
young people grow as strong, contributing members of a
society.

The practice of one’s religious faith is an important
part of scouting and most of the members of #107
have completed their religious award projects –
these projects are offered at every level of
scouting and reflect the appropriate age and
development of the scout.

The crowning achievement of scouting is to
become an Eagle Scout. A large proportion of boys
in Troop #107 achieve this rank. The rank indicates that
a young person has truly developed and shown strong
leadership capabilities and talents.

The Eagle Project often gets a lot of attention. I have consistently reminded
the scouts that the project is but a means to demonstrate their leadership skills.
Their job is not “to do” the project, but to enlist the talents and energy of others
to work with them in the planning and execution of the project. Leadership has to
do with encouraging others to take ownership of a common effort. Leadership is
about inspiring others. Leaders are integrated schizophrenics: they enjoy the
doing and succeeding, and they also enjoy watching others do and succeed.

Scouting is a strong part of the life of Saint Matthew’s and a strong part
of our glorious history.

Yours truly,

Stephen Adrian, Pastor
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Fr. Steve’s homilies are
available on-line at
www.st-matts.org

List of Eagle Scouts from
St. Matthew’s Troop 107

Wayne Werling 11-21-55

Eugene House 2-21-58

Raymond St. Martin 6-20-58

David Ring 6-20-58

Gerald Isaacs 12-17-59

Thomas Armstrong 5-27-60

Evan Simmons 11-22-61

John D. Heilman 8-16-63

Richard Martin 9-20-63

John Mooney 1-17-64

George Tysowsky 12-19-72

Stephen Foumer 10-7-75

John Gabriel 5-22-85

Eric Henly 6-15-85

Paul Sachi 2-1-89

Patrick Thell 4-1-91

Dominic Hirdler 6-4-92

Jason Matters 4-13-94

Jason Nowak 11-7-94

William Matthews Jr. 11-13-95

Brian Schletty 11-13-95

Jeff Thul 8-18-98

Mark Schletty 2-2-00

Joshua Mike 6-23-00

Jeffrey Brown 6-5-02

Daniel Schletty 8-14-02

Michael Heitzinger 8-16-04

Alex Grundei 3-16-05

Michael Molina 1-18-06

Andrew Heitzinger 4-17-07

Mark Heinen 10-08-09

FUNDRAISING
UPDATE FOR 2009

Current total raised:
$66,000

Goal is $150,000 tuition aid
by September 2009.
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folks.) The scouts themselves are responsible for planning and executing
the trips with the supervision of the troop leader. “It’s not adults telling
us what to do. We’re learning and planning and making our own

decisions,” Brian says.
But all the scouts in this group agreed that their most

memorable trip was five day’s of backpacking on Isle Royale
National Park. Isle Royale is a small island on Lake Superior
that’s about a three-hour boat ride from shore. It’s an untouched
wilderness with a population of moose and wolves. Matt says,

“Only a few people are allowed on the island at a time so it’s
special to get to go.”

The scouts are aware of the significance of becoming Eagles.
Casey has a job at Byerly’s and says, “When my manager heard I was
close to becoming an Eagle, he was impressed. I could tell he kind of
looked at me differently.”

In addition to scouting, these are busy young men. All five are on
the honor roll at their schools. Brian is a member of the National Honor
Society, a paid tutor and coaches basketball at St. Matthew’s. Matt is in
ROTC at CDH. Nick is on the varsity soccer, basketball and track teams
for St. Bernard’s and plays trumpet in the school band. In addition to his
job at Byerly’s, Casey plays baseball and golf for St. Bernard’s and plays
percussion in the school band. Mark plays hockey and lacrosse and
works at Mendakota Country Club.

All five Scouts are also members of the Order of the Arrow, the
National Honor Society of Boy Scouts. Last October, Brian was
recognized with the Order of the Arrow highest honor of Vigil for
outstanding service to Scouting, his lodge, and the community.

For these young men, their experience in scouting
is closely entwined with their days at St. Matthew’s
School. It was Matt and Brian who first convinced
Mark to join the troop when they were all
playing on the soccer team in 7th grade. When
Mark enrolled at St. Matthew’s at the beginning
of 6th grade, it was the fifth school he’d
attended since Kindergarten. Mark says,“I spent
more years at St. Matt’s than at any other

school…I definitely liked the
small school environment …

It’s hard not to feel accepted.
I loved it there.”

Matt recalls how he felt on his
last day of 8th grade, “It was sad.
We had a definite group that had been
together since kindergarten. The same thing is

going to happen with scouting. They’re kids
you grew up with. It’s going to be hard to leave

it.” All of these scouts encourage other boys to give
scouting a try. “It’s fun,” they all agreed. And the
benefits, it seems, last a lifetime.

Special thanks to the adult leaders of Troop #107,
William Matthews Sr. and John Edwards, for
their help in guiding these young men through
the scouting experience.
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“I definitely liked

the small school
environment... I loved it

there (St. Matthews).
MARK HEINEN

The Tree
I’m sitting on my porch today
Where no one can see me
I don’t want to be seen
Because I meet this tree

I think it’s magical
Do you want to know why?
I walked past it
And it said Hi

Everyone thinks I’m crazy
Everyone thinks I’m nuts
But it’s really them
Who don’t know much

The trees name
Is Madice
He only talks to me and
Gives me advice

I wonder if inside
It’s really Christ

— Alexandria Erickson
6th grade student

Eagle Scout
Mark Heinen

Eagle Scout
Andy Heitzinger
is currently
serving in the
National Guard.

Boy Scouts, continued from page 1
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