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The following is a summary of all the steering committees that
are at work and what they are doing. For names of committee
members or more current updates, visit the Regional School
website at www.sprcs.org.

Board of Directors: The Board is responsible for governing the
Regional School. It includes the pastors from each of the four
parishes as well as a lay person from each parish. The Board is
responsible for establishing a budget, hiring administration and
overseeing all facets necessary to launch the Regional School. 
The Board will have the final say on all actions proposed by the
steering committees.

Advancement Committee: This group is responsible for
establishing effective development and marketing strategies.
Initial work includes establishing a process for choosing a school
name, creating a website, developing registration materials and
procedures, and maintaining effective communication among the
committees, school families and parish communities. 

Climate for Learning Committee: This committee is working to
ensure that students, parents, staff and parishioners feel welcome
in the new regional school and that they feel God's presence in
every aspect of school life. In January, the committee is sending
out a survey that parents can respond to online or in writing, in
both Spanish and English, asking parents to identify what they
value most at their present school. 

Academic Excellence Committee: This committee, made up of
teachers from St. Matt’s, St. Mike’s and St. John’s, will establish a
curriculum and identify the resources necessary to support an
academically rigorous program. Members will look at how to 
best combine the current high-quality curriculums and
how to effectively align the Regional School
curriculum with common core standards to
ensure excellence and accountability. 

Co-Curricular Committee: All sports
activities for the Regional School will
be organized by this committee,
which includes representatives from
each of the three current schools. The
committee will look at what sports to
offer, what uniforms will be needed
and what the activity fees may be.
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Beyond sports, the committee will also survey students
and families to determine their interests in other clubs 
and after school activities.

Preschool Committee: This committee will be
responsible for managing the logistics of establishing
a new site for preschool. Members will also look at
how to best combine current preschool programs at
St. Matthew and St. John Vianney. 

Extended Day Committee: All three schools currently
offer extended day programs. This committee will
determine what is necessary to combine all three
programs including how much space might be 
needed and what resources are available. 

Facilities Committee: This committee will
evaluate the physical sites and make
recommendations on how best to use 
the space available as well as possible
upgrades or accommodations that 
may be needed. 

Naming the New School
The Regional School’s Board of Directors has
requested a rapid process for identifying a new
name for the Regional School. For practical
purposes, a transitional name has been
established: The St. Paul Regional Catholic
School. This will be discontinued once a
permanent name has been identified.
Suggested names will be accepted until 
January 9th. Names will be posted on the
website and members of the community can
indicate their preferences. The Board of
Directors will make the final selection. The goal
is to announce the name during Catholic
Schools Week, which begins January 30. 

So….Why Are We Doing This Again?   

The costs associated with providing academic excellence in

a 21st century school is more than most parishes can afford.

As demographics change and technology advances, even

those parishes that have money are going to have trouble.

By transitioning from parochial schools to a regional school  ,

St. Matthew’s community along with the three other

parishes, are working to ensure that a financially

sustainable, high quality Catholic education is available 

to all students. The Regional School is also embracing 

St. Matthew’s philosophy that no child will be turned away

because their family cannot afford tuition. The Archdiocese

is firmly committed to this approach.
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EVENTS calendar

METROPOLITAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA — January 29 at 3 p.m.
Join us for a FREE Family Concert in the church! After the concert, children 
are welcome to meet the musicians and try out some of the instruments.

“THE BIG GAME” PARTY — February 5 at 5 p.m.
The Men’s Club invites everyone to watch the biggest football game of the 
year in the Social Hall on the BIG screen. There’s games and food for kids so
bring the whole family. The cost is $10 per adult, $5 per kid ages 13-18 and 
free for kids under 13. Doors open at 4:30 p.m.

MARDI GRAS MASS & DINNER — February 18 at 4 p.m.
The Social Hour begins at 5 p.m. immediately following Saturday Mass. 
See pg. 2 for details. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES — February 22
Masses with ash distribution at 6:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Prayer services with ashes
at 9 a.m. (with the school,) 12 p.m. & 7 p.m. (with Religious Education students.)

WOMEN’S LENTEN RETREAT — February 25, 12:15-3:30 p.m.
See pg. 5 for details. 

LENTEN FISH FRY, FRIDAYS FOR 6 WEEKS STARTING ON — 
February 24 plus Fish & Chips on April 6
Regular serving time is from 5-7:30 p.m. with a Senior Citizen Special from 
4-5 p.m. Take out dinners are available. The Fish Fries will be co-sponsored by 
the Rosary Society, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts and Home & School. 
We also dedicate a portion of our profits to the Street Children of Bucharest.

MEN'S CLUB WINTER DEBT REDUCTION DINNERS
The Men's Club is sponsoring a series of Debt Reduction Dinners for the Parish.
Watch the parish bulletin for an upcoming Debt Reduction Dinner. Planning 
and dates are in preliminary stages.

Published Bi-monthly by Alumni &
Friends of St. Matthew’s.

Editor: Maggie Lee

E-mail: AlumniNews@St-Matts.org

All expenses associated with
editorial, design, printing & mailing 
are donated.

St. Matthew’s School

Director of Education & 
Formation: Doug Lieser

School Office: 651-224-6912

www.st-matts.org/school

The Community of St. Matthew

Hall Ave. and Robie St.
St. Paul, MN 55107

Pastor: Fr. Steve Adrian

Parish Office: 651-224-9793

Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday - 4 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

www.st-matts.org
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