
St. Matthew’s Parish Council Minutes  –  March 15, 2018 
 
Present: Father Bob, Karen Thompson, Joanne Smith, Ellen Schneider, Jackie Lachner, Sr. Anne 
Absent:  John Riehle, Becky Montgomery, Jerry Geis 
 
…Grow Plan – Father shared his review of the 2014 Grow Plan; listing Key Pastoral Needs, Key 
Initiatives and Projects for improvement, and Article VI of the Constitution – Standing 
Committees and Task Forces. 
 
…To prepare for Parish Council elections and before discernment 

1. Beginning April 1, and on each of four weeks, place in the bulletin a part of Parish 
Council Constitution and a picture of a current Council member. 

2. We will continue discussion, review, changes we would see necessary for us today; e.g.  
Do we want to lessen the number of Council members?  Do we want the current term 
years or do we want to change? 

3. Further discussion needed on Article VI – current standing committees and task forces, 
e.g. Should we have an Education Advisory Board, a Parish Enrichment Committee, a 
Stewardship Committee? 

 
…Listening weekend: April 7-8, when Council members will be available after each Mass to 
answer questions, invite membership and membership involvement. 
 
…Joanne reported on the responses received last weekend from members of the congregation 
signing up as volunteers for liturgical and other ministries.  She received 68? responses. 
 
…Loaves and Fishes – Kaitlin spoke to the Rosary Society on Tuesday evening.  Among things 
she shared:  

4. From sixty to 150 guests come to eat and enjoy the company of others on an evening. 
5. The metro Loaves and Fishes community serves at many venues. 
6. St. Matthew’s is back to serving buffet style.  This gives the volunteers less work and also 

a better chance to interact with the guests. 
 
…Casa Guadalupana – received a grant to help pay for A/C and for repaving the parking lot. 
 
…St. Mary’s Clinic – a hand sanitizer has been placed at the main Parish Center door for all to 
use. 
 
…John Murphy has announced his retirement.  How should we celebrate his service to St. 
Matthew’s and Cerenity (Wilder)? 
 
…Our next meeting is Thursday, April 19th.  Ellen is chair.  Karen is note taker. 


