
Church of St Matthew Parish Council  

Meeting Notes for October 27, 2022 
Members Present: Jerald Dosch, Phil Grant (ex-officio), Kathy Goldenstein, Maggie Lee, 
Anthony Minus, Janelle Rohr, Ellen Schneider, Linda Sellars, Karen Thompson (trustee, 
ex-officio) 
Absent: Zach Czala 
Finance Council Guests present: Jackie Lackner, Joe Stevens, Alan Christensen 
Guests: Suzanne Clarke, Becky Montgomery 
 
Parish Council members gathered at 6 PM for a joint supper with the Finance Council.  
We had about 20 minutes of joint meeting covering the Synod and parish finances and then 
Finance Council members left and the regular Parish Council meeting followed. These notes 
are organized (mostly) by topic and do not reflect the chronological discussion.  
 
SYNOD: The “new evangelization,” as the Archdiocese terms it. 
— Becky Montgomery gave background on the Archdiocese’s Synod process, which began in 
Fall 2019. She explained the ways in which the faithful participated. Last spring our parish 
synod leadership team met and decided on key action steps to pursue.  
— Suzanne Clarke attended Synod day discussion that noted how the Synod process reflects a 
Vatican II spirit.  
— Discussion on what evangelization means for St Matthew. Parish synod leadership team 
identified 3 focus areas and wants St Matthew to create more adult faith formation activities and 
to pursue activities for youth and young adults in collaboration with similar churches in our area. 
— Intention is to do a survey of parishioners so that we develop plans that reflect what interests 
them and thus should have better participation since we are responding to their ideas.  
 
Notes from September 22, 2022, Parish Council meeting were accepted.  
 
LISTENING WEEKEND: Two younger parishioners talked to Anthony and Zach about their 
wish that St Matthew offer fun things for young couples to do together and fun things for families 
with young children to do. Men’s Club used to have wine tasting evenings–that could be 
something that would appeal to young couples. We could offer programs that give support to 
young parents, address the challenges in raising children and give parents social time.  
 
LIAISON REPORTS were provided prior to the meeting. Kathy offered the additional 
information that Scott Goldenstein will provide training on AEDs; the training would be at the 
Mendota Heights fire station. Encourage ushers, sacristans, and funeral ministers to attend 
the training.  
 



UPDATES AND NEW BUSINESS 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT provided by Joe Stevens: St Matthew completed its letter, 
budget, and 3-year projection and sent that to the Archdiocese per their deadline.  
— Income sources for St Matthew: Quantum School provides 14%. Parishioners’ contributions 
provide 59%. Another income source is People of Praise rent.  
— Quantum STEAM Academy signed their lease so they are renters for another year. The 
school’s population has grown to 125 students.  
— Phil discussed the budget process and said that in a sense the budget is a work in progress; 
it changes to reflect changes in income and expenses.  
— Synod and adult faith formation has $7,000 set aside in the budget.  
— Finance Council members left, and we returned to more discussion on the synod.  
 
EVANGELIZATION for St Matthew, attracting and serving young people  
— Proposal to meet with representatives from St Stan’s, Community of Saints, maybe St 
Francis de Sales and Our Lady of Guadalupe to talk about collaborating on youth activities.  
— Anthony proposed 12 youth Masses a year, 3 at each participating parish. We no longer 
have youth as altar servers, we don’t let them participate in Mass very much.  
Ideas to attract young parishioners, short term: Breakfast with Santa, a movie night such as 
we used to do for kids. Caroling in the neighborhood for adults. Bowling afternoon for HS 
students during Christmas school break. Great if we had a bus that would stop at participating 
parishes, but bus rentals get complicated with certified drivers, insurance, etc. Ask Peter Claver. 
Ideas to attract young parishioners, longer term: offer mission trips and things that give 
people a sense of purpose and mission and satisfy social connection needs, too.  
— New ministry at St Matthew is Gifted and Belonging, a program for young adults who were 
special education kids but, really, anyone is welcome to join this social group that meets in the 
basement of the Social Hall some Saturdays.  
— Discussion of why people sometimes do not come to events? People need a sense of 
affinity, need to see other people who look like them at the event. How is St Matthew 
welcoming? The church looks mostly white, so where are we not as welcoming as possible? 
Next steps: Kathy, Maggie, and Anthony will attend the Nov 16 meeting about a youth group.  
Ellen and Becky will work on a survey.  
Maggie will connect with Community of Saints and talk to Tim Nowak about Santa breakfast.  
 
FACILITIES REPORT: See Buildings and Grounds summary in Liaison reports.  
SOLAR PANELS: Kathy reported that last year’s Xcel bills went to MN Power and Light and 
they came back with options for installing solar. We might want to get the custom electrical 
panel redone and have the power split for the three buildings (church, parish center, school) 
instead of having it all connected. With the solar panels, you can generate up to 120% of what 
you use in a year, so 120% per building is likely better than 120% for all 3 buildings together. 
 
Adjourned: 8:40 PM 
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