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James O. Schmid, class of ‘42, graduated from
Cretin High School. He joined the Navy and with the 
GI bill got an engineering degree from the University 
of Minnesota. He married Mary Lou Tollas; they have
seven children and 15 grandchildren. He retired from
managing several glass factories for Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Company and built a retirement home in
Hampstead, NC. He is now deceased.

Jeannine Schmid Olson is from the class
of ’45. She attended St. Joseph’s Academy and
became a Glenmary Sister for 17 years. During
those years she earned a Doctorate in child
development from Purdue University and
became a pioneer in Montessori schooling. She
published a book, “Religion, Montessori and the
Home,” and was a national speaker in religious
education. She founded three Montessori
schools, two in Cincinnati, and one in San Luis
Obispo, CA. She was honored as Woman of the
Year in Cincinnati. She is now deceased.

Giles C. Schmid, class of ‘46, attended Cretin
High School, and became a Christian Brother for 20
years. He earned a Ph.D. from University of Minnesota
in Management. He married Marguerite O’Connor and
has two children and five grandchildren. He became the
Superintendent of Catholic Schools in San Diego, then
retired from Winona State University after 21 years.
They live in Winona Minnesota. 

Nellie Sue Schmid Haugland is from the class 
of ‘47. She attended St. Joseph’s Academy and became a

Glenmary Sister for nine years. She taught at St. Joseph’s
in West St. Paul and married Roger Haugland, a
children’s wholesaler clothing representative. They 
have one child and two grandchildren. She lives in
Austin, Texas.

Eleanor Schmid Carroll is from the class of ’49
and is a graduate of St. Joseph’s Academy. Her wedding
to Tom Carroll, a pharmaceutical sales person who

retired from the publications department of the
American Medical Association, was held at 
St. Matthew’s. They have five children and 13
grandchildren. They live in Chicago.

Paul E. Schmid, class of ’51, graduated
from Cretin High School. He became a
Christian Brother for eight years and served in
the Army. He was a Coca Cola representative
and is now retired with his second wife in
Macon, Georgia. He has two children and two
grandchildren.

George W. Schmid, from the class of ’55,
graduated with honors from Cretin High

School. Turning down 16 football scholarships and
appointments to West Point and the Air Force Academy,
he spent five years at the St. Paul Archdiocese Seminary.
January 4th, 1964 was a big day for George. That day he
left the seminary and met and subsequently married
Pinky Roy. They have three sons and eight grandchildren.
He retired from a career in insurance/equity sales
management and is very active with the St. Matthew’s
class of 1955 alumni. He is a “snow bird” … six months
in AZ and six months in St. Paul.
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Nellie Sue, Mary Ann, Eleanor and Jeannine 
(left to right).

Paul, Jim, Bud, Giles and George (left to right).

St.Matthews_Sept10_Layout 1  8/25/10  9:24 AM  Page 5



  

  

   

FEATURE  story

Lord, ‘I want to be around for my daughter. It’s Your
will, but if You think I deserve it, I want to raise my
daughter.’ That was the engine that drove me. I knew 
I needed the best doctors.” 

Estela had surgery and treatment and now, ten
years later, she describes her health as stable. The
experience dramatically changed her family’s life while
also strengthening her faith, as she says, “Faith helped
me, made me stronger. Those are the times when you
see how much your faith is a value in your life.” 

In addition to dealing with Estela’s health, the
family faced many financial challenges. What money
they do have, they invest in their daughter. Argentina
began attending St. Matt’s when the family moved to
the West Side three years ago, when she was in 3rd

grade. Estella also enrolled her in violin lessons when
she was just three years old. She is now a talented
violinist who performed in last year’s student talent
show. Argentina also sings in St. Matt’s children’s choir
and often assists with music for Sunday mass.

As a teacher herself, Estella has very high
standards for her daughter’s education and is a
dedicated parent. “When Argentina was six, I got rid 
of the T.V. I’ve been teaching all my life, in Texas and
Minnesota. I see kids get hooked on screens and they
don’t perform well. They don’t have the habit of reading.
Argentina is hooked on reading.” 

Estela is very happy with both the academic 
and spiritual education her daughter is receiving at 
St. Matt’s, “I think St. Matt’s is doing a great job. The
academics are good.” Estela also believes Argentina
understands the importance of cultivating her soul, as
well as her mind and body. Referring to St. Matt’s
religious education, Estela says, “When she was going 
to public school, what she was learning there was not
the same as at home. Now, what’s taught at school is
taught at home. I wish St. Matt’s went up to 12th grade!”

Estela is very proud of her daughter and sees in
her a unique temperament which allowed her to thrive
despite the challenges the family has faced. Referring to

the many changes they’ve dealt with over the years,
Estella says, “It must have affected her, but we didn’t

notice. She learned how to adapt. She’s a very
independent girl.” 

With a good education and strong
spiritual base, Estela thinks the future is wide
open for Argentina. “I know she’s a good girl.
She focuses on studying and is very
responsible. I will support her 100% 
in whatever she wants to be.”

6

Nine Students Win Scholarship Awards, continued from page 1

Estella Lerma and daughter, 
11 year old Argentina. Argentina 
is holding her new dog, Brownie,
who she inherited from a neighbor
who could no longer keep him.
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becomes $50; a gift that’s increased by $50, will go up by
$100. This is a great opportunity to make your gift worth
even more. 

Whatever amount you give, it goes directly
towards providing a high quality, Catholic education to
students whose families could not otherwise afford it. 

We often give examples of how St. Matt’s
graduates excel academically, but what’s even more
important, is the spiritual foundation St. Matt’s students
receive. As sixth grade student, Argentina Lerma,
explains in her essay about why Catholic School is
important to her, “(I have) learned how to listen to the
homily, how to respect mass, open the Bible and read it
and try to put it into practice, and how to care for the
rest of the society.” 

Contributing to tuition assistance helps students
like Argentina and ultimately represents an investment
in the future of urban Catholic education and the
children it serves. So thank you for your past
contributions and for the support you continue to give.
By investing in the children at St. Matthew’s, you’re
investing in the future for all of us.

— Maggie Lee, Editor
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From the Editor

Tuition Assistance $ Gifts Doubled until September 30

We started publishing this newsletter three
years ago as a way to reconnect with alums,
raise money for tuition assistance, and

increase enrollment. We didn’t know when we started
that we were on the verge of what is now being called
The Great Recession. But despite a rough economy,
Alums & Friends (A&F) has been very successful.

School enrollment has increased to nearly 200
students — that’s up 45% from when we started. A&F
raised $120,000 for scholarships the first year, and last
year reached its goal of $150,000. 

September 30th marks the end of our third
fundraising year and your support is critical if we are
to meet our goal of $175,000. To help, the fundraising
challenge we announced in the last issue is now being
extended until the end of September. 

The challenge comes from an alum and a parent,
who have committed to match every new or increased
contribution to the tuition assistance fund, dollar for
dollar. If you’ve never contributed before or if you
increase the amount you give, your gift will be doubled.
As a result of the challenge, a new $25 contribution

“By learning about Jesus at school, 
I was able to learn how to speak to
Him, how to deposit my problems in
Him, feeling confident that I can count
on Him…Without a Catholic education,
I would not have been able to relate to
Jesus in such a deep way.” 
{

{

“Attending Catholic school has been
giving me the persistence to go to
Mass weekly, being involved in my
parish services such as playing bells
at Sunday Mass, being a member of
the children’s choir, and recently
becoming an altar server…”

{

{

In order to qualify for the High Potential Scholarships, each student had to writean essay which explained what he or she most valued about their Catholic
education. What follows are three excerpts from Argentina’s essay.   

“All this involvement and
participation is planting
many seeds in me that will
grow like a big plant as I
become a Catholic adult.”  {

{

“Why Catholic School is Important to Me,” by Argentina Lerma
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EVENTS calendar

SCHOOL'S OPENING PRAYER SERVICE — September 8, 1:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join the the students for the first religious service of
the school year.

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING — September 14, 6:45 p.m. 
The meeting will take place in the Social Hall and will feature Fr. Adrian giving
a talk entitled "The Spirit in Action." He recently gave this speech at the
Archdiocesan Ministry Day and received a standing ovation. Society meetings
are the second Tuesday of each month, same time and location (October 12
& November 9th.)  

FALL FESTIVAL — September 17 & 18
Great stuff to buy, games to play and food to eat for all ages! See page 3 
for more details.

VIKINGS VS. PACKERS — September 24, 7 p.m.
The Men’s Club host a party in the Social Hall to watch the game on really
big screen TV. Food and refreshments for $5.00. 

SUNDAY COFFEE & DONUTS — September – June
We are looking for volunteers to host Coffee Sundays. Parish organizations,
families, friends or individuals are all welcome. It’s a great way to meet your
fellow parishioners. For more information or to sign up, call parish
administrator, John Riehle at 651-224-9793.  

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS — October 3, 6:15 p.m.
In recognition of the Feast of St. Francis, animal lovers are invited to bring
their pets to this outdoor service conducted by the Hall Avenue entrance. 

MEN’S CLUB WINE TASTING — November 12, 7 p.m.
Over 70 different wines will be available to sample plus select cheeses 
and a chocolate fountain. Admission is $15 and tickets can be purchased 
at the door of the Social Hall. Guests can order wine at discounted prices
through Nowak Liquor.

Published Bi-monthly by Alumni &
Friends of St. Matthew’s.

Editor: Maggie Lee

E-mail: AlumniNews@St-Matts.org

All expenses associated with
editorial, design, printing & mailing 
are donated.

St. Matthew’s School

Director of Education & 
Formation: Doug Lieser

School Office: 651-224-6912

www.st-matts.org/school

The Community of St. Matthew

Hall Ave. and Robie St.
St. Paul, MN 55107

Pastor: Fr. Steve Adrian

Parish Office: 651-224-9793

Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday - 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

www.st-matts.org
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